
Curriculum and Communications Committee
December 10, 2020
4:30 pm - 5:07 pm

Agenda

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 4:30 by Mr. Kennedy.

Attendance:
C&C members present: Eric Kennedy, Jennifer Urtel, Lisa Kudwa, Kelley Engblom,

Katherine Barnes, Kristin Weber,  Mary Smothers, Sarah Jones,
Terry McCreight, Ray Metcalf,  Monica Zuzow, Karen Fisher

C&C members absent: Lisa Welch

Advisory Board: Eric Kennedy, Jennifer Urtel, Lisa Kudwa, Kelley Engblom,
Katherine Barnes, Kristin Weber,  Mary Smothers, Sarah Jones,
Terry McCreight, Ray Metcalf,  Monica Zuzow, Karen Fisher, Pete
Schmitz, Chris Costa, Brittani Mizikow, Carrie Kundinger, Ashley
Delatorre, Beth Allor, John Hall, Tammy McKenzie, Sheri Link,

Public Comments
None.

Approval of Minutes
Mr. Kennedy made a motion to approve the minutes from October 8, 2020.  Mrs. Kudwa
seconded that motion.  The minutes were unanimously approved.

New Business

● Mrs. Kudwa reminded the group that there were legislative changes that allowed the
district to count some professional learning days as student instructional days. She noted
professional development must be SCECH approved and as part of the process,
additional committee members join the Curriculum and Communications meeting for this
topic review to create the correct make up for an Advisory Committee.  She thanked
these additional teachers and support staff for making the time to be part of the
discussion.
Mrs. Kudwa, Mrs. Engblom, and Mrs. Weber reviewed the topics for all school levels for
the January 18th professional development day. Some clarifying questions were asked by
committee members.  The Advisory Committee was in support of the topics.  Members of
the Advisory Committee who are not also regular members of the Curriculum and
Communications meeting were excused from the remainder of the meeting, if they
wished.



● Mrs. Engblom reviewed the recommended purchase of IXL for grades JK-2.  IXL is an
interactive online math learning program.  The program will provide differentiated
mathematics content to support student growth in mathematics. Teachers are able to
tailor the content to meet individual student needs and will support both in-person and
remote learning.  The purchase price includes licenses for 1,900 students and professional
development for staff.  The total cost is $31,885.00 and the purchase will be fully funded
through the federal CARES funds.  The district prioritized the list of items staff requested
be purchased with CARES funds and has continued to purchase additional items in
priority order.
Because of the deadlines for CARES spending it is necessary to bring the
recommendation for both information and approval at Monday’s Board of Education
meeting.  The committee had no concerns with the purchase. It was noted that high
school might be interested in a similar product if additional federal funds are allocated to
the district for the second semester.

● Mrs. Weber reviewed the recommended purchase of Nearpod licenses.  Nearpod is an
online tool that allows teachers to convert their lessons into an interactive format for
students who are learning both in-person and remotely. Nearpod integrates with our
current technology in the district and also includes over 8,500 lessons that are aligned to
Michigan standards. Nearpod can be used to conduct formative assessments as well.
Nearpod has flexibility built in for teachers which allows them to use the program to
teach live, post student-paced lessons, and teach remotely. Nearpod also gives teachers
detailed engagement reports so teachers are able to see how long students are engaged
with the lessons and what work they have completed. These reports are given in real-time
to the teachers so they can use this information to plan for the next day’s instruction.  The
purchase price includes licenses for all secondary staff and students and includes the
additional SEL (Social-Emotional Learning) lesson package and professional
development for staff.  The total cost is $25,083.00 and the purchase will be fully funded
through the federal CARES funds.
Like with IXL, it is necessary to take the purchase for both information and approval on
Monday.  Ms. Zuzow asked if Nearpod had the ability for students to write responses
with equations.  Mrs. Weber will look into that. The committee had no concerns with the
recommendation.

● Mrs. Engblom reviewed the recommended purchase for Second Step.  Second Step is a
social-emotional learning resource.  The district will purchase 2 early learning bundles
for use at the Early Childhood Center, along with a K-5 learning bundle for each
elementary school, and school licensing for each middle school.  The resources will be
utilized by district social workers as they support individual students, small groups and
classes as needed.  The total cost is $34,959.60 and the purchase will be fully funded
through the federal CARES funds.
Like with IXL and Nearpod, due to the deadline for CARES funding to be spent, the
recommendation will go to the Board for information and approval on Monday.  Mrs.
Barnes had questions about how social workers will utilize the lessons.  The committee
had no concerns with the recommendation.

Old Business



● Eric and Jennie gave updates on the Bond construction projects. Committee members
were excited to hear more about the upcoming projects.

Other

Public Comments
None.

Motion to Adjourn
The meeting was adjourned by Mr. Kennedy at 5:07 pm.

Future meeting dates – 4:30 pm
January 7
February 11
March 11
April 1
April 15
May 13


